
 

The Barrier Crossing God  
Point One 

State:   Incarnation: Our God crosses the barrier of heaven and earth to reach us 

Text:  John 4: 1-6  

‘Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptising more disciples 
than John - although in fact it was not Jesus who baptised, but his disciples. So he left Judea and went 
back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria 
called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and 
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.’ 

Explain:  In these verses we see a beautiful image of the reality of the incarnation.  

In verses 1-6 Jesus was in the midst of a journey from Jerusalem to Galilee on a path that took him 
through Samaria. It was harvest time in the middle of a baking hot summer. Jesus came to the well 
that was hand-bored by Jacob, the revered patriarch of Israel. For generations this well had satiated 
the thirst of people and watered the flocks of Israel. This is a well that still exists and can be visited 
today. Just as human beings had come to this well tired, hot and thirsty through generations past and 
present, Jesus came to this well tired, hot and thirsty. He sat in the dust ready to encounter a lone 
woman. 

This is astounding. Particularly when we reflect on the assertions made about Jesus earlier in John’s 
gospel. In chapter 1 Jesus is depicted in transcendent and glorious terms. Jesus is revealed as the 
‘Word who was with God, and the Word that was God’ (John 1:1), it was said of him, ‘He was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things were made.’ Yet John goes on to tell us that Jesus is, ‘the 
Word who became flesh and tabernacled among us’ (1:14). In Jesus, God was literally pitching his tent 
among us, making his presence available to us so that we could meet with him, know him and find light 
and life. The context for all that will follow in this encounter is set up with this simple but theologically 
loaded sentence, ‘Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by 
the well. It was about noon.’ 

Illustrate: Jesus is God moving into our neighbourhood and here we have a poignant image of that. We rejoice 
that in Christ God has come to us, entered the human experience and made him known to us in a 
unique way. Yet here too we see glimpses of a pattern for mission. One that seeks people where they 
are, sits in the dirt and points to the giver of light and life.  

This is a story about incarnational ministry. 

Apply:  To follow Jesus is to follow the one who comes to us. In Christ we have a God who has gone to the 
remarkable measures to make Himself known to us, who shares in the basic human experiences of 
heat, hunger, and thirst so he can meet with us and satiate our thirst and hungers. To follow Him in 
mission means to go to people where they are, to share life with them. Though Jesus' incarnation is 
unique as he is the unique Son of God – his pattern of engagement encounter of going to people is 
what we are called to if we are to faithfully represent Him as His ambassadors in the world.  

Identify the ‘wells’ (meeting spaces/hubs) in your community - Who is there? Is there someone or a 
ministry working in these areas who can share? Spend time looking at your community – what are the 
points of connection? Are these spaces mono or multi-cultural?  

 



 

 

Point Two 

State:   Context: Our God crosses of barriers of culture, racial animosity and religion to find us 

Text:  John 4: 7-9 

   ‘When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and 
I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans).’  

Explain: In the early verses John clued us in on how God in Christ traversed boundaries of heaven and earth 
to be at a well in the noonday sun. Now we see Jesus spanning other barriers. In this story Jesus 
crosses the serious obstacles of racial tension (v9), gender norms (v9), ritual cleanliness (v9), sin (16-
18) and religious difference. But these barriers are not mere abstractions. They are barriers in the way 
of a soul-thirsty woman finding living water. Jesus will wade through them all to find her. 

As the text tells us a Samaritan woman came alone, in the heat of the day to fetch water. Both of 
these factors strike the reader as unusual. Women customarily went to fetch water in groups for 
safety, for shared labour and community. They also routinely went to bucket water in the early 
morning or evening when the temperature was cooler and carrying the load was not so difficult. But 
she was alone at noon. In an honour-shame culture, women who travelled alone and in the noon day 
to fetch water usually did so because of moral failure, disability, uncleanness, or social ostracism. 
(v16-18). Jesus will bring to light the reasons for her isolation later on in the story but for now we have 
some narrative cues hinting to us that all is not well.  

As the Samaritan arrives at the well Jesus as a Jew, as a Rabbi, and as a man, requested a drink. 
The woman’s startled response in verse 9 suggests that this is a non-traditional request. She was 
taken aback that he, as a Jewish man, would address her as a Samaritan woman. There had been 
trouble between the two groups ever since the Jewish exiles returned from Babylon and found a 
gravely compromised mixed remnant of Northern and Southern Kingdom descendants in the land 
there who came to be known as the Samaritans. Having merged Judaism with other local religions 
and having formed their own traditions, and founded an alternative centre of worship to Jerusalem, 
there had been friction. Their conflict had lurched from small-scale argument, to skirmish, to all-out 
war at times. In short Samaritans and Jews did not get on.  

Moreover, added to the ethnic and religious barrier was the gender barrier. It was highly unusual for a 
Rabbi to associate with any woman in public, let alone a Samaritan woman who many Jews believed 
to be perpetually unclean. Yet Jesus does not just speak with her, he wants to share her cup. Jesus 
“fords the river”, wading through torrents of history, alienation, separation and prejudice to reach out to 
this woman. Jesus is the Messiah who crosses barriers.  

Illustrate: Global Interaction sends cross-cultural workers to people where the message of Jesus is not known. It 
means crossing barriers and learning the culture and language so as to build relationships with those 
on the other side. Global Interaction is committed to entering their world to empower people to develop 
their own distinctive way of following Jesus. Have a Global Interaction speaker come to your church or 
show a Global Interaction video clip. 

  



 

 

Apply:  To follow Jesus is to follow the one who takes the initiative to cross cultural, religious barriers. 

Do you have an example of doing something outside your comfort zone for others to imitate? Could 
you give your congregation something tangible to empower them to sit and talk to someone new?  

Do we move towards people or away? What prayer exercise could move our hearts/church to being 
missional? 

What influences inform your opinions of others? What happens when instead of looking, judging and 
categorising from a distance, you make eye contact with the desire to see the other person as 
someone made in the image of God waiting to encounter Jesus? Practice. 

A ‘ford’ in a river or stream is usually the shallowest place that one can find good footing to cross. 
Jesus had a torrent of barriers to cross yet he found the crossing by engaging with the woman to find a 
‘shallow place with good footing’. Jesus used the shared experience of ‘thirst’ with which to engage the 
woman. In your own community where are the ‘fords’ that open the possibility of crossing seemingly 
impenetrable barriers so as to point people to the living water?  

 


