
 

Talking 
Point:  

 

The Gift for all Cultures - Jesus  
 
   God’s greatest gift to people of all cultures is a relationship with Jesus  

Text:  John 4:10-15  

‘Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water. “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to 
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give 
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”’ 

Explain: This story begins with two people in the common place of physical thirst. We can assume that because 
we find them both at a well they are seeking one of life’s most basic and essential sustaining 
ingredients - water. Jesus uses this common longing for water as a bridge to move the conversation 
exploring life’s other deepest needs.  

 ‘Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water.”’  

Jesus hints that there is a life-nourishing gift that can only come from God and it comes through Him. It 
is living water. In the Middle East the expression living water was a description of water that was not 
stagnant from the likes of a cistern, a pool, or pond or a well. Living water had a replenishing source like 
a river, or spring or stream. It was moving, refreshing – it was living and life giving. God had and has 
water like this on offer and it comes through Jesus and it is the gift of His Spirit.  

At first the Samaritan woman is sceptical of both Jesus’ ability to provide living water without any 
receptacles (verse 11) and secondly his credentials to make such an offer. She is incredulous at the 
possibility that Jesus could provide better water than the revered Patriarch of the faith – the great Jacob. 
She had her own drawing bucket and her own great teacher, who had dug a perfectly good well, thank 
you very much! How could Jesus surpass both the quality of the water from Jacob’s well and the 
distinction of Jacob’s credentials as the well builder? 

Nonetheless Jesus would not be put off. In verse 13 he makes the astounding claim that the living water 
he can give could banish thirst forever and well up inside into eternal life.  

John’s reference to water here is not a one off. There are several water allusions which flow through 
John’s narrative, which swell up together to suggest water is a major stream of thought in his Gospel. 
Each water allusion seems to point to the surpassing greatness of Jesus to any alternate sources of 
replenishment, life and meaning. For instance, in John 1, John the Baptist points out that he baptises 
with water but there is one coming whose shoes John is not worthy to untie and whose baptism will be 
superior. In John 2, Jesus takes water set aside for ritual and religious purification and turns into a 
wonderful wine that sustains and enriches the celebration of a wedding feast.  In John 3, Jesus enjoins 
the Pharisee Nicodemus that no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless they are born of the water of 
the Spirit. In John 5 John recounts the story of a man who has sat for 38 years beside the healing 
waters of the pool of Bethesda. For thirty-eight years he had lost the race to be the first into the pool 
after its surface was stirred which was thought to stimulate healing. With the simple command, “Get up! 
Pick up your mat and walk”, Jesus trumps Bethesda as the true healing waters of Israel.  



 

 

 

In John 7 Jesus is speaking to a crowd on the last day of the feast of Tabernacle. It was usual for a 
procession of priests to gather water from the pool of Siloam and in procession move to the temple. 
When they arrived at the Capstone of the temple they would pour the water they were carrying onto the 
stone. As they did this Ezekiel 47 would be proclaimed inciting Israel to hope in the Messiah return. On 
his return it was believed the capstone would split open and water would come forth that would flow 
from the temple giving life, growth and health to everything it touched and nourished and ultimately the 
healing of the nations. It is in this context Jesus cries out that “let anyone who is thirsty come and drink.” 
In John 9 Jesus heals a man with a combination of his own spittle and mud, and water from the very 
same pool of Siloam. In John chapter 13 Jesus washes the disciple’s feet and points out He can wash 
them totally clean. In John 19 the water then climaxes when the crucified Jesus is hanging on a cross 
and a spear is thrust into his side ‘bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.’ Jesus’ death on a cross 
enabled the gift of living water to flow; to wash, to purify, to cleanse, to satiate thirst and well up into 
eternal life.  

The living water that Jesus gives fulfils so many of the hopes and dreams of the Old Testament. (Isaiah 
1:16-18, 12:3, 44:3, 49:10, 55:1-3, Jeremiah 2:13; Ezekiel 36:25-27, 47:1-9). It truly quenches the soul’s 
deepest thirsts. It brings rebirth, renewal, hope, healing, washing, celebration and forgiveness. This 
water can quench the thirst of this lone Samaritan woman but it is also a key to the healing of the 
nations. (Psalm 87:7, Rev 22:1-5). 

The Samaritan woman desperately wants this water so she says in verse 15, “Sir give me this water so 
that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” Jesus is the source of living water 
for Jews and Samaritans, and the eventual healing of the nations. 

Illustrate: Watch a testimony video e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUqhAxyKoB4 or read a story about 
someone from a Global Interaction context meeting Jesus and him satisfying their thirsts. 
www.globalinteraction.org.au/Resources/Vision 

Apply:  In Jesus we have the most precious gift we can share with anyone, the One who gives life bringing 
water, satiating soul thirst, washing away sin, cleansing, purifying, replenishing and nourishing. 

Reflect on what it feels like to be thirsty. What feelings, distractions and thoughts might be present? 
How might you then relate that to being spiritually dry for those who are yet to experience living 
water? 

Where are the places in your community where those who are thirsty are seeking to be quenched? 
Are they stagnant sources? How might we offer them life-changing living water? 

 How do you and your congregation attend to the wellspring of living water communally and 
personally? How equipped are the members of your congregation to share living water with those who 
are thirsty? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUqhAxyKoB4
http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/Resources/Vision

