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Move Over Madonna:
God is moving in Malawi
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*Generation Isaiah 6 Professionals serve on location for 1-2 years. www.gi6pro.net.au 

1 Name the four countries bordering Thailand?

2 Which three countries connected with Global 

 Interaction have featured in a season of Survivor? 

3 What is the most populated country in the 

 continent of Africa?

4 What colour are the berets worn by UN soldiers? 

5 Who was the first Chairman of the Chinese 

 Communist Party?  

6 Which country is entirely landlocked 

 by South Africa?

7 On which river is the Victoria Falls?  

8 Which language other than Kazakh is an 

 official language of Kazakhstan?

9 What is the English translation of the greeting 

 Salam Alaikum? 

 Where is the Australian film Bran Nue Dae set?10

1 Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar/Burma and Malaysia  

2 Australia, Thailand and China 3 Nigeria, with 155 million 

people 4 Light blue  5 Mao Zedong (Tse-Tung)

6 Lesotho 7 Zambezi 8 Russian 9 Peace be upon you 

10 Broome, WA

M i c a h  C h a l l e n g e  A u s t r a l i a 
A c t i o n  To o l k i t

S n a p s h o t  S u m m a r y
The Micah Challenge Action Toolkit is a handy resource to understand the objectives of the 
Millennium Development Goals, how you can get involved and how to help others get on board. 
The kit includes a DVD with promotional clips and inspiring stories, a 40 day fasting guide, an 
action plan to organise events such as a ‘prayer stations’ service or a ‘Survive Past 5’ birthday 
party (to raise awareness of infant mortality), as well as helpful tips on how to talk with politicians 
and the media. It has plenty of great ideas to get you on your way to being an agent of change.

R e c o m m e n d e d  F o r
Small group leaders, church leaders…everyone!

Why did you do GDT?
I wanted to have a life changing experience and 
see the world from a different point of view. 
I also wanted to gain more knowledge about 
working within a community, both in Australia and 
overseas.

What have you learnt about yourself that 
surprised you? 
l am able to do anything with my life if I just 
have confidence in myself and trust what God is 
telling me. 

What’s the hardest decision you’ve had to make?  
Quitting my job in a fruit and veg shop so I could 
look after my health. It all worked out in the end – 
it led me to signing up for GDT.

As an Aussie bloke, what was challenging about 
Vietnamese culture? 
As a single man I had to deal with all of the 
Vietnamese girls trying to pick me up!

The weirdest thing you ate in Vietnam?
Definitely snails. They were actually quite nice. 
 

How did you handle culture shock? 
The best thing was to talk to other people about 
how l was feeling.

When you grow up(!) what do you want to do?
I would love to be a community worker and help 
people.

What is the best advice someone’s given you?
To just trust God with my life and listen to where 
He’s telling me to be.

T h e  R e s o u r c e

Sometimes I look around and wonder how I got here - from childhood in 
California, to six years on the beaches of Queensland and now moving to 
South East Asia. 

Growing up, it always seemed that whenever the word ‘missions’ or 
‘missionary’ was thrown around, it implied near-death experiences, sacrifices, 
hard slogs and bad clothes. It all seemed so far away in (permanently cold) 
places I never knew existed like Turkmenistan, Baltistan or Abkhazia. 

Now when I tell people I’m planning to be a cross-cultural worker in South East 
Asia, the general response has been puzzled looks and stuttered questions. 
I can’t escape those situations without asking myself, why am I doing this?

While I have my own tales of sacrifice, near-death, bad clothes (maybe 
that’s just my personal style) and hard slogs, there’s much more to it. I have 
experienced what I missed, or just didn’t hear, in some of those missionary 
stories: amazing joy, grace, opportunities and people that I would never have 
met if I didn’t step out in faith. I know God’s heart breaks for those who still 
haven’t heard about Him in ways that they can fully grasp. When I met 
some of those people, my heart broke too.

So, I’m starting to think the good actually does outweigh the bad. Even when 
you give up a steady income, proximity of family, familiarity and my favourite 
American peanut-butter M&Ms (a big call, I know!). 

Over the last few years I’ve come to learn that mission isn’t always about 
where you go, but being who you are, shining for Jesus, wherever you are. 
So, whether I am surfing with kids in Coolum, or sharing tea with a family in 
a village, He is the same God and it’s the same message, just expressed in 
a different way. 

As I’ve gotten to know Jesus more and more, I’ve started to understand the 
very real way that He brings freedom and hope to this broken world. He has a 
heart for people in Abkhazia, Australia and Indonesia. In my case, God simply 
opened my eyes to what He already knew. It’s just the next step on my journey 
with Him in this life. 

So I keep all this in mind during long days of training and church visits in 
Australia, when the adventure and excitement of what’s to come seems so far 
off. And I enjoy my limited time left of comfortable clothes and peanut butter 
M&Ms (thanks Mom and Dad!).

DRUMROll PlEASE…lADIES AnD GEnTlEMEn, WE’RE PlEASED TO InTRODUcE MEl, 25, GlObAl 
InTERAcTIOn’S GI6PRO* cAnDIDATE AnD RESOnATE’S nEW cOlUMnIST! FOR THE nExT TWO yEARS, 
WE’ll bE jOURnEyInG WITH MEl AS SHE TRAInS, WRAPS UP HER MInISTRy WITH cHRISTIAn SURFERS, 
PAckS HER MAlIbU SURFbOARD, jETS OFF, MEETS THE TEAM AnD SETTlES InTO lIFE AnD cROSS-
cUlTURAl WORk In SOUTH EAST ASIA. 

RODnEy lAnGSFORD, 26, lIVES In MElbOURnE AnD IS A REcEnT 
GRADUATE OF THE GlObAl DIScIPlESHIP TRAInInG (GDT) cOURSE THAT 
InclUDED THREE MOnTHS In SUnny TOWnSVIllE AnD TWO MOnTHS In 
VIETnAM’S STEAMy HO cHI MInH cITy. RODnEy IS An OUTDOORSy GUy 
WHO lIkES RAlly cARS AnD SPEnDInG TIME WITH FAMIly AnD FRIEnDS. 
(When he’s not busy fighting off the Vietnamese women!)

T h e  M o v e m e n t
Micah Challenge Australia is part of the global movement of  
Christians equipped to advocate for the poor and to see  
God’s justice lived out here on earth.

I N T R O D U C I N G

Adventures with Mel
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wEnDy Dad and I have had a good connection 
throughout my life. Perhaps it was all of those 
times he pushed me on the swings after work, or 
the many times he changed my nappies (fairly 
uncommon for blokes in that era). 

Whatever it was, I’ve always known that Dad 
is interested in me and in what I am doing. He 
might not understand all of it, but he is willing 
to listen and share his thoughts. I appreciate 
his quiet, gentle manner, wisdom, considered 
opinion and his honesty. He has experienced 
some challenges in life and accepts that he 
makes mistakes, but is willing to learn from 
them and endeavour to do better. 

Dad’s faith in God is strong and I have seen this 
grow when he shares snippets with me about his 
challenges with God. This has helped my faith to 
grow as I hear the way God seems to be leading 
or teaching Dad. I am an observer watching the 
details come together. When our move overseas 
was becoming more concrete and we began 
building a support team, Dad was concerned 
about how the money was going to be raised so 
he prayed about it. He was a little taken aback 
when God told him not to worry because it was 
His job and not Dad’s. 

It is tough to move away from parents as they are 
getting older and when health issues are more 
likely to arise, not to mention losing the great 
babysitters! However I am assured that Dad 
knows all too well that walking God’s path is the 
best path, even when it is somewhat unknown.

pETEr Wendy and I have always been very 
close and enjoyed doing things together. When 
she was two I took her away on a work trip to 
Gippsland, staying overnight in motels and 
hoping that she could understand a little of my 
work life. It turned out that my boss was ‘on 
holidays’ in Gippsland at the same time and 
he decided to drop in to check on our progress. 
When he saw Wendy playing with toys on the 
floor he asked, “What’s that?” To which I proudly 
replied, “That’s my daughter.” 

When Wendy was in year 11 at high school, I 
was challenged by God to move our family from 
Melbourne to a country town. I was concerned 
how this would impact Wendy’s studies so 
I shared with her what God had said to me. 
She listened thoughtfully and then said “I’ll be 
happy to change schools and won’t it be great to 
discover what God has for us in a new location.” 

Well that was 20+ years ago and now Wendy 
and their family have had a call from God to 
go to South East Asia. I was recently asked, 
“How do you feel about them going overseas?” 
Several thoughts flashed through my mind but, 
after hesitation I replied, “If this is what God 
has asked them to do, then it would be foolish 
to do anything but encourage them to follow His 
leading.” 

As a parent and grandparent, I of course have 
some human concerns for this young family: 
going to live and grow up in a less stable 
environment, with sparse medical facilities and 
no easy way for me to drop in on them for a quick 
visit. but if God has called them there, then we 
can entrust them into His care. I will miss sharing 
special occasions together like christmas and 
birthdays and having my grandchildren help me 
build things in my workshop. 

Maybe I will now have to get a passport and 
consider some overseas travel!

THIS yEAR WEnDy, HER HUSbAnD AnD THEIR THREE kIDS PAckED UP THEIR HOME In  
MElbOURnE AnD HEADED TO SOUTH EAST ASIA TO jOIn THE GlObAl InTERAcTIOn TEAM. 
WEnDy AnD HER DAD, PETER, SHARE WHAT THIS REcEnT MOVE MEAnS TO THEM AnD 
THEIR UnIqUE FATHER-DAUGHTER RElATIOnSHIP.

Describe Djaywunti
The dream of the ministry is to see Indigenous churches empowered, 
enabled and equipped to do the work of ministry among their own people. 
This means that worship, ministry and outreach will be culturally relevant 
for a spiritual people who need to know christ in ways they can understand 
and relate to. Djaywunti is a broad geographical and denominational 
ministry that partners with and resources local Indigenous ministries.

How did it begin? 
Djaywunti grew out of the vision of two young Indigenous pastors (billy 
Williams and Robin conlon) who wanted to see strong, vibrant and enabled 
Indigenous churches.

How do followers of jesus connected with Djaywunti 
express their faith? 
Indigenous christians may be from many Aboriginal or Torres Straight 
groups and may even have family links to Pacific Island communities. 
culturally they are all different, but most have strong connections with 
the land and love music, family and their cultural traditions. Some groups 
express their faith very strongly through music, while others incorporate 
traditional elements like dance, corroboree and smoking ceremonies. 
Meals are shared whenever we meet. bible and life stories are used 
instead of monologue sermons. Some groups meet outdoors - where we 
can sense God’s presence more powerfully.

What are some of the challenges? 
There is a shortage of Indigenous leaders in the church and there is little 
momentum or successful models for effective theological training for 
Indigenous people. Some remote Aboriginal church communities are held 
together by faithful, but ageing, ‘aunties’ who want young people to be 
trained and equipped to take the reins.

What are some of the cultural issues that are faced?
Some Indigenous people fear that becoming a christian means they will have 
to give up their heritage and customs. For example, one lady is an Elder for 
her people and has the responsibility to carry the clan traditions - she learnt  
through one of our courses that many traditions and  stories are actually  
compatible with christianity. 

We need to help people understand their heritage and spirituality while 
bearing towards the goal of discovering what it means to be authentically 
Indigenous while also being an authentic christian.  

Tell us about an event that you’ve been involved in?
Every november an Indigenous touch football competition is held in 
brisbane, where over 100 teams come from across the state. Djaywunti 
enters a team, complete with jerseys and a flurry of enthusiasm. 

The organisers have asked Djaywunti to provide a church service on the 
centre stage among the stalls. last year Djaywunti released the ‘Deadly* 
news,’ the Gospel of Mark with endorsements from key Indigenous 
christians and adorned with Aboriginal artwork. Around 800 ‘deadly’ 
biblical resources were handed out by our footy players!

What does the ministry mean to you?
I am regularly inspired by the passion for christ and the Indigenous people 
that is displayed by the many people involved in Djaywunti. I am always 
challenged to remember that Indigenous ministry is different to ‘white fella’ 
ministry, where church tradition, lack of enthusiasm and time restraints are 
often evident in services.

How is Global Interaction’s vision of ‘empowering 
communities to develop their own distinctive ways 
of following jesus’ relevant to this Indigenous 
queensland ministry? 
How can they hear and be challenged unless we meet them where they 
are? How can they understand unless we bring the message in a culturally 
relevant way? just as Global Interaction hopes this empowerment for the 
communities they work among, we hope to help Indigenous people develop 
a style and ethos that allows for meaningful cultural elements, while being 
rich in the life of christ and the Holy Spirit within.

* ‘Deadly’ in many urban contemporary Indigenous  
 communities means ‘really good’.

kEEn TO knOW WHAT GOD IS DOInG clOSER TO HOME, WE cAUGHT UP WITH bRIAn ZEllER 
FROM DjAyWUnTI (PROnOUncED “j1T”, MEAnInG jESUS OnE TIME), A bRISbAnE-bASED 
MInISTRy cHAnGInG THE FAcE OF InDIGEnOUS MInISTRy AnD MISSIOn.
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1 Yiannis Gabriel and Tim Lang, The Unmanageable Consumer: Contemporary Consumption and its 
Fragmentation, Sage Publications, 1995, p. 27. 
2 Douglas Coupland, Generation X: Tales for an accelerated culture, St Martin’s Press, New York, 1991.  

remember raiding the school library in primary school? In 
my day, the race was on for dog-eared copies of ‘Alright 
vegemite’ and ‘Unreal Banana peel’ or the books that 
gave insight into the world of grown ups and made us 
giggle nervously, like ‘where Did I Come From?’ Then there 
were the ever-popular ‘pick-a-path’ books. They were my 
favourite. you read a chapter, choose from the options of 
what should happen next, turn to the corresponding page 
and continue with the story. some story threads end quickly, 
with the man burgled or the boy stranded on an island. other 
story threads continue through much flipping and turning 
until the hero saves the princess, the boy wins the race or 
the baddies are foiled.

The children of the ‘80s who feasted on this literary diet have all grown up. 
We are twenty-somethings (or thereabouts) who will, this decade, make 
significant decisions about the future. Our own Pick-a-Path adventure. We 
are anticipating possible outcomes and choosing between page 25 and 
163. What will it mean for my career if I travel for a few years? If I don’t get 
a mortgage now, will I miss out on my dream home? Is a Masters Degree or 
work experience more valuable? Should I stay with my partner (who I like 
most of the time) or is there someone better for me out there?

Having endless options is all we know because it is part and parcel of 
the consumer-driven culture, of which we are a critical part. “Choice 
lies at the centre of the idea of consumerism, both as its emblem and 
as its core value.”1  we love the freedom to choose, and the last thing 
we expect is to have limited options. A life without choices seems 
suffocating and unfair. 

The downside is that the endless array of options can lead to what social 
commentators call “option paralysis” – where we’re given so many options 
that we choose nothing in the end.”2  Although we make hundreds of 
decisions each day – PIn or sign, skim or full fat, plastic or green bag – we 
often balk at the big decisions. 

The pressure to make the right choice – choose the right girl/guy, take 
the right job, study the right course – is so intense that we float around, 
unwilling to commit to anything. We put the book aside altogether because 
we can’t decide which path to take. 

For those with an interest and heart for mission the options seem no 
less complicated, the path no less blurry and the page numbers no less 
confusing. Firstly, there’s the task of hearing, trusting and obeying the call 
to serve God in the world. There’s no one-size-fits-all formula: conviction 
and inspiration come through reading the bible, conversations with friends, 
dreams, a tap on the shoulder, a niggling feeling and countless other ways. 
Then, there’s a faith decision to make: 

 To go for it with God’s call to cross-cultural mission, turn to page 30 (and 
 give Global Interaction a call!)

 To ignore it and continue life in Australia, turn to page 155.

Assuming you turned to page 30, what next? There are many factors to 
consider, decisions to be made and pathways to follow. let’s look at the 
big four:

1/ TRUE lOVE WAITS? 
For many, the boy/girl issue tops the list. What if I want to go but my 
partner doesn’t? If I go without a partner will I lose the opportunity to meet 
someone? The pool of decent christian men/women is already small. Then 
to find those who are interested in mission, who are not already snapped 
up, who happen to meet me while wandering through a rural village in 
kazakhstan…the pool looks more like a muddy puddle! but, if I wait and 
wait, will I miss the opportunity to travel while I’m young, passionate and 
keen to learn a language (not to mention how I’ll feel towards God if I keep 
putting it off)?

2/ “lIkE, WHAT ARE My SkIllS? yOU knOW, 
lIkE nUn-cHUck SkIllS, bOW HUnTInG SkIllS, 
cOMPUTER HAckInG SkIllS...”  
(nAPOlEOn DynAMITE WOUlD bE PROUD)

Gone are the days when mission agencies only wanted pastors, nurses 
and teachers. The baseline of mission work today, particularly among 
unreached people groups, is relationships. And this happens wherever 
there are people. So, the key requisite is an ability to work with people. 
Hairdressers, fish farmers, photographers, retirees, soccer coaches….the 
opportunities are endless. 

3/  FOR THE bIblE TEllS ME SO
These days, it’s uncommon for all cross-cultural workers to have completed 
four or more years of theological education before heading overseas. 
Depending on the role they are going to, some complete a one or two year 
course, complemented with specified cross-cultural and transition training. 
The main goal is to learn to think and reflect theologically – a skill that is 
greatly needed and valued in cross-cultural mission.

4/ SHORT-TERM jUnkIE
before you sign up for five or so years of mission work, it’s most likely that 
you’ll do a short-term trip. but even they come in different forms: team 
exposure trips, family explorations, prayer-walks and honey-missions (oh 
yeah, this is really happening - mission on your honeymoon!) Short-term 
missions are a wonderful opportunity to dip your toe in the water, test your 
sense of call and gain a realistic picture of what life might be like. However, 
there are an increasing number of young adults who are hooked on short-
term trips, all the while delaying that big decision. Sometimes, you just 
have to take the plunge, commit and go for it!

Unfortunately, there are no easy answers for making these decisions. It’s 
helpful to read the metaphorical Pick-A-Path books of those who have gone 
before to see what influenced their decisions. It’s great to talk with trusted 
friends and family. It’s a good idea to write lists of pros and cons on pages 
of butcher’s paper with coloured textas. It’s wise to take time and ‘sit’ with 
a decision for a while. but it’s most important to listen well to the One who 
guides our decisions, influences our page turns and leads us in His ways.



CULTURALLY
Thai Beef and Basil Stir-Fry

CooKInG

Young adult pastors and leaders who are searching for entertaining, informative and thought-provoking 
resources that will confront cultural norms, challenge the status quo, push the boundaries and provide 
some real ‘meat’ for young adult discipleship – calling charlie is what you’ve been looking for.

An interactive DVD resource designed for small groups, churches, young adult groups and individuals.

Calling Charlie tackles four of the big issues facing young adult Christians: Calling, Justice, Mission and 
Culture.

The Calling Charlie package includes a four-session interactive DVD and participants’ booklets with 
discussion questions and practical tools

To see a teaser and purchase your copy online visit  www.callingcharlie.com.au
This is a resource that is made by Aussies, for Aussies.

Produced by Room3

What happens when people take the call of God seriously?
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Buy it:
 1 ½ tsp brown sugar
 250g minced beef
 2 cloves garlic, crushed
 2 tblsp oyster sauce
 1 tblsp vegetable or peanut oil
 1 ½ cups green beans, chopped 

 to ½ cm lengths
 1 onion, chopped
 2 chillies, finely chopped
 1 cup shredded basil leaves
 1 tblsp fish sauce

Do it:
1. Combine sugar, beef, garlic 
 and oyster sauce

2. Add to hot oil and fry until 
 mince is browned

3. Add beans and onion and fry until beans 
 are almost tender, adding a little water to  
 prevent burning

4. Add chilli and basil, fry for one minute

5. Add fish sauce to taste

6. Serve with rice

Eat it: (as the Thai do)
1. Sit on the floor

2. Women tuck legs to the side and men 
 with legs crossed.

3. Use a fork in your left hand to move 
 food to the spoon, which is in your right  
 hand, ready to eat.

4. Place the dishes on the floor in the 
 middle of the diners and move a  
 spoonful at a time onto your individual  
 plate, laden with rice. Sit close together  
 as food is not passed across the room.

5. Always serve a bowl of fish sauce/chilli 
 for extra taste.
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empowering communities to 
develop their own distinctive
ways of following Jesus

Designed by Room 3


