
 

 
       

 

 

The B.I and S.I people of South East Asia 

 

 
 
 

The People Groups 
The B.I people are scattered over a number of small islands, many of which are accessible 
only by small boats. They have a strong cultural identity which binds them together in highly 
communal societies that are resistant to change. While they are overwhelmingly Muslim, 
their animistic beliefs remain influential in daily life. Entrenched spiritual allegiances keep 
them blinded to the Good News. Only a handful of B.I people are followers of Jesus.  

Around 45 million S.I people live in one of the most densely populated regions on Earth. 
Almost all S.I people are Muslims. They comprise one of the largest least-reached people 
groups in the world. Their communal solidarity and strict social codes have served as barriers 
to the Good News. Followers of Jesus are a small minority but there is a growing openness 
and willingness to learn about Him.  

The Global Interaction team among the B.I and S.I people 
The team has established various projects among the B.I and S.I people that are making an 
impact and expanding avenues for relationships to grow. The Education Foundation 
continues to offer opportunities for both B.I and S.I people to learn new skills, improve their 
education and grow their employment opportunities. Likewise, the Café and Creation Care 
initiatives are providing platforms for local people to connect with wholistic activities that 
respond to their physical, environmental and spiritual needs.  
We thank God that He continues to reveal Himself to people in South East Asia through 
dreams and visions, which often prompt conversations about Jesus. 

The team is witnessing more and more people open to exploring Jesus and responding to His 
message. Several new believers have been baptised in the past year and are now discerning 
how to live out their faith within their communities in new ways. God is breathing new life, 
hope and joy into believers. We know this to be the sanctifying work of God, He takes 
something that is old and He creates something that is new. As we grow with God’s 
innovation, transformation begins to happen in every area of our lives.  

Prayer Needs for the B.I people 
• For the team to be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading as they build relationships and seek 

to share the message of Jesus 

• That more people committed to long-term cross-cultural work among the B.I people 
will join the team 

• For B.I seekers to be emboldened to explore Jesus, not only as a prophet but as  
the Messiah 

 



 

 
       

 

 

S.I PEOPLE 
Ally (candidate) 
Ando (candidate) 
Daz and Bee 
Dave (Team Leader) and Caz 
Kate (candidate) 
Pat and Joy (candidates) 
 

 

B.I PEOPLE 
Dave (Team Leader) and Caz 
Max and Ezzie 
Mike (candidate) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Needs for the S.I people 
• That the cross-cultural team will continue to build meaningful relationships in which 

Jesus can be shared 

• For believers to be strengthened, encouraging each other and growing in their 
understanding of God’s Word together   

• That believers will remain in their communities without experiencing opposition 

• For God’s Spirit to stir in the hearts of S.I people a desire to meet Jesus  

Pray for the Team Members (secure names used) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
       

 

 

Stories of Hope from South East Asia 

 
 

 

 

Foundation of Friendship 
For nearly 20 years, Dave and Caz have been serving among the B.I and S.I people. Their heart 
is for their local friends to meet Jesus and experience life in Him, however there are real 
cultural and religious barriers that hinder this. We praise God that despite these barriers, His 
Spirit is at work among the B.I and S.I people and He is using our team to share Jesus and 
grow His Kingdom. 
Dave and Caz’s many years of cross-cultural ministry experience has taught them that people 
are most open to conversations about faith in the context of an authentic, trusting 
relationship. So they invest in relationships, they seek areas of common ground and they 
demonstrate genuine respect for the things that are important to their friends. This 
foundation of respect, trust and friendship is what can lead to faith sharing and an openness 
to engage with stories from the Bible. 
To mark the end of the fasting month, Ramadan, feasts to break the fast are enjoyed. The 
feast is an opportunity to give thanks to God and rejoice together. Dave and Caz hosted a 
feast at their home and invited 40 of the local Education Foundation staff, people they have 
been journeying with for many years. In this space, they invited Issa (Jesus) in, praying that 
He would bring blessing, restoration, peace and a new start. In the name of Jesus, they 
honoured God at this feast. 
Pray that God’s Spirit will open their local friends’ eyes to the truth of Jesus as Saviour and 
God’s son.  

Ripples 
Daz and Bee share of the 'ripples' they are witnessing among the S.I people.  
"Since living in South East Asia, we have had the privilege to meet a number of local followers 
of Jesus. They are incredibly inspiring people. Each day they experience community pressure 
for claiming the name of Jesus. They meet discreetly in homes to share together. These 
brothers and sisters of ours hold to their cultural practices with a distinct difference, they 
follow Jesus, the only one who saves! 
Our new house helper, Mrs L, is also our sister! We are so thrilled about this and it has been a 
real privilege to open our home for her and her friends to hang out together. Please 
remember these women as they live boldly, even in difficult situations, for God. We also 
recently heard a story of a local leader who has become a follower of Jesus near our old 
home and is having a really positive influence in the community. We praise God for this! 
Pray with us that these ripples become waves and true transformation takes place in South 
East Asia." 
 

>>> For more stories of hope, visit:  
 www.globalinteraction.org.au/News 

http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/News

