
 

 
       

 

 

The H people of Central Asia 

 

 
 
 

The People Group 
The third largest of over 50 people groups in Central Asia are the H people, numbering over 
13 million people. They live across the region in rural areas working as farmers and 
merchants as well as in towns where they work in shops, restaurants and factories. Most H 
people are direct descendants of Persian and Arab traders who intermarried with locals and 
converted them to Islam. The H people predominantly identify themselves as Sunni Muslim 
and their mosques are the centre of their community life. With the influence of Eastern 
religions there are many expressions of Islam across the region although the more devout 
followers are found in rural areas. 
Only about 500 H people are known to be following Jesus. While the number of believers is 
growing in many parts of the region very few have the opportunity to hear the Gospel. There 
are still cultural and geographical challenges impacting the sharing of the Gospel and growth 
of a sustainable faith community.  

Global Interaction team among the H People 
Our cross-cultural team continues to form significant friendships within the H community. 
Our team also works hard to develop good professional connections as formal relationships 
and a good reputation are vital to the H people.  
Like in many other cultures, spending time with people over a good cup of tea and a hearty 
meal helps break down barriers and build meaningful friendships where faith, hope and love 
can be shared freely.  

Prayer Needs 
• God to continue to work in the lives of H people, preparing their hearts to hear  

the Gospel 
• H people seeking knowledge about God will connect with the team or an H believer 
• Friendships between H people and the team will deepen and faith conversations  

will occur  
• More people to commit to serving among the H people and learning culture and 

language so they can effectively communicate the message of Jesus 

Pray for the Team Members (secure names used) 
Kevin 
Pete and Nomes (candidates) 

 



 

 
       

 

 

Stories of Hope from Central Asia 

 

 

 

Searching for Meaning 
Kevin reconnected with an H friend who he had known as a student. When Kevin first met 
him, the H man was going through a challenging time related to his studies. Kevin 
encouraged him that he didn’t need to take on life’s worries by himself as God cares and 
wants to journey with us through our difficulties.  
Kevin’s friend recently made contact with Kevin to meet up again. Though he had now 
graduated and received a good job, it soon became clear to Kevin that everything was not 
well for his friend. His friend opened up about his concerns and the challenges he was facing. 
After listening, Kevin had the opportunity to pray with him, asking God for a solution. 
Pray with Kevin for this young H man to not only find a solution, but more importantly, to 
encounter Jesus as the one who can give true meaning to his life.      

Seeing God in Answered Prayer 
Through the university where he studies the H language, Kevin has many opportunities to 
connect with local students. Recently, a student asked Kevin for help with what she felt was a 
problem with no solution. She was feeling incredibly pressured by an assignment and Kevin 
sensed she was in a very negative frame of mind. Kevin prayed with her, asking God to help 
her find the solution to this problem that was causing her significant stress. 
How exciting for Kevin to later receive a text from this student saying, ‘I think God has heard 
my trouble. He has helped me!’ 
Praise God that He placed Kevin in this position to connect with this student and encourage 
her faith. Pray that Kevin will remain open to God’s leading as he relates with H students and 
looks for opportunities to share about Jesus. 
 
 
 

>>> For more stories of barriers being overcome,  
visit: www.globalinteraction.org.au/News 

 
 
 
 
 
 


