
                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
There are approximately 3 million Yawo (spelt Yao in Mozambique) living in Malawi, Mozambique 
and Tanzania. They are predominantly agricultural people living in rural villages under traditional 
headmen. Daily challenges include accessing safe water to drink, food to eat, healthcare and 
education.  

Due to their involvement with the slave and ivory trades with Arab merchants the Yawo are 
primarily Muslim. Their rituals and practices are heavily influenced by their traditional African and 
animistic beliefs. 

Prayer Needs 
• Yawo people to decide to follow Jesus and that communities would be transformed by His 

power, hope and love 

• The emerging faith communities to confidently establish their new identity in Jesus whilst 
maintaining their existing cultural identity 

• Ease in obtaining visas for the team to be able to live and work in Mozambique 

• Praise God for prayer and financial supporters who sustain these teams 

Global Interaction team among the Yawo People 
The cross-cultural teams spend time encouraging the small communities of followers of Jesus and 
mentor and disciple emerging leaders. They pray, support and work with the leaders to grow these 
groups into many faith communities who are relevant and active within their culture.   

Living among the Yawo villages the teams seek to empower the local people to improve their 
quality of life through health and adult education. They persevere with learning the local culture 
and Ciyawo language as well as Portuguese (in Mozambique) in order to build relationships with 
the people they meet. Working with a group of Yawo men and women, the teams help facilitate 
translation of the Bible into Ciyawo so that the Yawo have the opportunity to read God’s story in 
their own language.  

Pray for the team members  

MALAWI 
Ian (based in Australia) 
Jean-Claude and Joyce (candidates) 
Robyn 
Tim and Mel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yawo People of Malawi and Mozambique 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Jonno (team leader) and Heather 
Ben and Sam 
Cam and Kath 
Sally (candidate) 
Scott and Rebekah 
Tobias and Heather 

 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
K people are warm and hospitable and tightly connected to their family and community. They are 
strong and resilient people, traditionally nomadic, living in a large country on the ancient Silk Road 
trade route between the Middle East and China. Their cultural roots are still strongly rural. 
K people are predominantly Muslim, while those surrounding them practice Orthodox Christianity. 
Their Muslim faith is intertwined with traditional animistic beliefs relating to ancestors and 
shamanism. While the number of believers is growing in the cities, still less than 1% of their ethnic 
group are Christian. While they are transitioning into a globalised world, the cultural differences 
make it difficult for K people to connect with Western or Orthodox style churches.  

Prayer Needs 
• Wisdom and grace for the team as they share the message of Jesus meaningfully with 

the K people 

• Local K language nurturers for the team to grow in language acquisition and cultural 
understanding 

• Ease in obtaining visas to allow the team to live among the K people 

• More cross-cultural workers to join the team long-term, to build on the excellent 
foundations laid and create the synergy necessary to develop a movement of followers 
of Jesus  

Global Interaction team among the K People 
Our cross-cultural team continues to build connections with K people in their community as well as 
in nearby villages. They engage through involvement in English language programs and visits to 
rural communities where relationships can be deepened. The team is building fluency in the local 
language and deeper cultural understanding as relationships are developing, which they hope will 
enable faith communities to develop within the cultural context.  

Pray for the team members  
Walt White (interim team leader) 
Ben and Petra 
David and Eliza 
Ken and Roz 

 

K People of the Silk Road Area 
 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
The third largest of over 50 people groups in Central Asia are the H people, numbering over 13 
million people. They live across the region in rural areas working as farmers and merchants as well 
as in towns where they work in shops, restaurants and factories. Most H people are direct 
descendants of Persian and Arab traders who intermarried with locals and converted them to 
Islam. The H people predominantly identify themselves as Sunni Muslim and their mosques are the 
centre of their community life. With the influence of Eastern religions there are many expressions 
of Islam across the region although the more devout followers are found in rural areas. 
Only about 500 H people are known to be following Jesus. While the number of believers is 
growing in many parts of the region very few have the opportunity to hear the Gospel. There are 
still cultural and geographical challenges impacting the sharing of the Gospel and growth of a 
sustainable faith community.  

Prayer Needs 
• More members to join the team 
• Deeper insight into the culture and strong, trusting relationships to form with the H people 

so there are natural opportunities to share the Gospel 
• More opportunities, like the previous sheep project, to create new connections within rural 

H communities 
• Praise God for the 3500 people who receive Hotline and Pray Daily. May God bless them as 

they cover this ministry in prayer for protection from persecution  

Global Interaction team among the H People 
Our cross-cultural team has formed significant friendships within the H community through 
teaching in the university and being involved in a rural development project. These relationships 
are deepened as they share hospitality, providing safe environments to discuss issues of faith, 
hope and love. The team continues to explore avenues for cultural exchange and using 
professional expertise to open further opportunities to connect with the local H people.  

Pray for the team members (secure names used)  
Kevin 
Pete and Nomes (candidates) 

 

H People of Central Asia 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
The Bengali people live in one of the most densely populated areas of the world and most people 
are involved in farming or fishing. They have a rich culture based on the influences of many 
communities entering the region over the centuries; Sri Lankan, Mediterranean, Arab, Turkish and 
Persian. Nearly all Bengalis identify as Sunni Muslim with less than 1% following Christ.   
While there are places of natural beauty, the region struggles to support such a large population. 
Bengalis continue to face many political, economic, social and environmental challenges including 
political instability, poverty, illness and flooding. Low levels of literacy also contribute to the cycle 
of poverty.  

Prayer Needs 
• Bengali people to have the opportunity to hear about and receive the truth of Jesus 

• Protection over the small faith communities who meet to study the Bible 

• Wisdom for the team as it seeks to address some of the social needs in the region through 
development projects and financial partners to support 

• Committed and professional team members to join the team to share their skills and the 
life-transforming message of Jesus  

Global Interaction team among the B People 
The cross-cultural team, based both in South Asia and here in Australia, works alongside a  
locally-led development organisation to facilitate a wide range of projects including income 
generation, vocational training and publishing.  
The team and local partners focus on bringing transformation to all areas of their lives. They seek 
to empower communities through helping them sustainably provide for basic needs, gain access 
to resources and experience Christ’s love in a culturally meaningful way.  

Pray for the team members  
Morris (team leader based in Australia) 
Graeme (short-term visitor) 
Graeme and Pat (short-term visitor) 
Phil 

 

B People of South Asia 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
Thailand continues to be influenced by globalisation, urbanisation and alternative spiritualties. Half 
of the population lives and works in rural areas but the numbers moving to the cities continue to 
grow. While the majority of Ethnic Thai people identify as Buddhist their religious practices are 
influenced by animism, Thai folklore and Hinduism. Christianity is growing among Thailand’s 
minority people but is yet to significantly impact the ethnically Thai.  

Prayer Needs 
• Significant friendships to form with Ethnic Thai people which open opportunities for the 

team to share the Gospel in meaningful ways within their context and culture 

• The faith group leaders to be well equipped so that they are confident to teach and lead 
within their own communities 

• Wisdom and strength for the new team members learning the culture and language and to 
transition well so that they will quickly be equipped to connect with the local people 

• God to stir the hearts of visiting Global Xposure teams as they reflect on their experiences 
of cross-cultural mission work and seek to know how to respond  

Global Interaction team among the Ethnic Thai 
The team in Thailand is working in two locations, an urban and a rural setting. They are committed 
to an incarnational lifestyle by learning culture and language and sharing God’s Word relationally 
and effectively within the Ethnic Thai context. There are a number of faith communities meeting 
and the team seeks to disciple these believers to follow Jesus in a way that is intrinsically linked 
to their cultural identity. They empower future leaders and facilitate training to equip them to 
become faithful witnesses and grow their faith communities.  

Pray for the team members  
Muana (team leader) and Villy 
Dema and Carolyn 
Glenn and Liz (candidates) 
Jit and Jan 
Luke and Belle 
Lyndal 
Paul and Cathy 
Petina 
Richard and Maxine  
 

 

The Ethnic Thai People of Thailand 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
Cambodia is the second poorest South East Asian country, with 80% of the 15 million Khmer 
people living in rural regions, primarily as subsistence farmers. Nearly three decades of war and 
genocide have left the nation broken and economically stagnant, with the resulting population 
being predominantly under 30 years of age. However, this emerging youthful generation is 
beginning to engage with the modern world and as a result is finding a voice as it seeks to 
construct a better future.  
Today the Khmer people hold to a culturally Buddhist worldview but within that remains many 
animistic beliefs that influence their daily life. Less than 1% of the population profess to follow 
Jesus and those that do live with a constant tension of maintaining traditional responsibilities to 
their parents along with being influenced by a rising Western influence.  

Prayer Needs 
• Local Khmer people who the team works with to open their hearts and minds to God’s voice 

calling them to follow Him 

• Team members as they continue learning Khmer culture and language that will enable 
easier and more meaningful discussions with the local people 

• God’s wisdom and guidance for fulfilling His plan among the Khmer people 

• Candidates will be effectively prepared for mission as they study at Baptist theological 
colleges  

Global Interaction team among the Khmer 
The cross-cultural team lives in the North West region of Cambodia among communities struggling 
with poor health, low literacy rates and high unemployment. The team is committed to seeing faith 
communities emerge and develop in ways that connect within the culture. It is focused on building 
relationships and identifying the needs and opportunities for ministry in this region and partnering 
with God to bring holistic transformation to Khmer people. One platform that has already been 
established is a program which opens doors to many local youth.  

Pray for the team members  
Catherine  
Craig and Kim (candidates) 
Paul and Lydia (candidates) 
Rob and Deb (candidates) 
Scott and Janelle 
Tristan and Megan (candidates) 

The Khmer People of Cambodia 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
The IB are scattered over a number of small islands, many of which are accessible only by small 
boats. They are composed of several ethnic and linguistic groups that were once ruled by a single 
powerful leader. There are approximately 600,000 IB people, most of whom still live in small 
fishing villages (sometimes built on stilts over the sea) or in remote farming communities located 
on the fringes of jungles.  
They have a strong cultural identity and affinity for their ancestral homes, which binds them 
together in highly communal societies that are resistant to change. While they are overwhelmingly 
Muslim, their animistic beliefs remain influential in daily life. Entrenched spiritual allegiances keep 
them blinded to the Good News. Only a handful of the IB are followers of Jesus.  

Prayer Needs 
• Spiritual breakthroughs in the communities among whom we are working 

• More team members to join us in pioneering new work among the IB people group 

• God’s protection over the team and its ministry in the face of spiritual opposition 

• New believers to grow in leadership and to become a powerful influence for Jesus within 
their communities  

Global Interaction team among the IB people 

The cross-cultural team has established an education foundation that allows team members  
to meet educational needs in English and agribusiness, with the potential to branch into other 
areas such as health care and IT. There are growing numbers of people wanting to study through 
the foundation and team members have many opportunities to share with local staff and 
students. Relationships with various village communities provide avenues for team members to 
discuss possibilities for economic development as well as share the stories about Jesus who 
changes lives forever.   

Pray for the team members (secure names used)  
Dave (team leader) and Caz 
Dave and Edwina 
Marg 
Maz and Ezzie 
Mick and Tara 

 

The IB People of South East Asia 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
The IR people live on the picturesque and cool slopes of a mountain range that runs along the coast 
of a large island. Their main source of income is farming, with the predominant crops being rice, 
tobacco and coffee, along with local silver and gold mines.   
They number around 3 million but there are few known followers of Jesus. The overwhelming 
majority of IR people profess to follow Islam. However, animism is an integral part of their daily 
lives and beliefs.  

Prayer Needs 
• Team members to join us in pioneering new work among the IR people group 

• New believers to grow in leadership and to become a powerful influence for Jesus  
within their communities  

Global Interaction team among the IR people 

New team members are needed to pioneer the work in this area. The Global Interaction team has 
the capability to open a branch of the Education Foundation among the IR people. People with skills 
in teaching or training can be employed through the Education Foundation, which will provide the 
opportunity to develop relationships and share the love of Jesus in a wholistic way.  

 

The IR People of South East Asia 



                                                                                               

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People Group 
Around 40 million IS people live in one of the most densely populated regions on earth. While 
growing numbers migrate to mega-cities of momentous influence and massive urban problems, 
the majority still live in rural areas and earn a living through farming. Divorce rates and broken 
homes are on the rise.  
Almost all IS people are Muslims. They comprise one of the largest least-reached people groups on 
Earth. Their communal solidarity and strict social codes have served as barriers to the Good News. 
Followers of Jesus are a small minority but there is a growing openness and willingness to learn 
about Him.  

Prayer Needs 
• Spiritual breakthroughs in the communities among whom we are working 

• More team members to join us in pioneering new work among the IS people group 

• God’s protection over the team and its ministry in the face of spiritual opposition 

• New believers to grow in leadership and to become a powerful influence for Jesus within 
their communities  

Global Interaction team among the IS people 

The team has established a variety of creative and productive means to live and work among the IS 
people, including through an education foundation and the hospitality industry. These 
opportunities allow team members to develop natural relationships with IS people through which 
they share the Good News on a regular basis. The team has found that on many occasions God 
communicates with the local people through dreams and visions of Jesus.  
A few small groups now meet for Bible study – the beginnings of new faith communities. 

Pray for the team members (secure names used)  
Dave (team leader) and Caz 
Allie (candidate) 
Andy and Wanda 
Daz and Bee (candidates) 
 

 

The IS People of South East Asia 
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