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I know it’s dangerous, but I 
am going to begin with some 
assumptions. 

Assuming that one, we accept 
that God’s heart is for all people to 
experience life in Jesus and two, 
that our vision to see people in least-
reached communities follow Jesus 
in their own distinctive ways aligns 
with God’s heart… then we have a 
BIG question to answer. How?! How 
will communities from Thailand to 
Tasmania be transformed by the 
message of Jesus? Or how will even just 
one person be transformed? And how 
will they hear the message in a way 
that makes sense to them? Or even 
have ears to hear it at all?

If you flip back to the cover of this 
edition you’ll see an illustration from 
Australian illustrator Ben Sanders. In 
it, we’ve tried to capture the complex 

‘answer’ to these far from simple 
questions. Take a really good look. How 
do you interpret the cover illustration? 

From the complete acknowledgment 
of our need for God and to listen to 
Him, to the importance of authentic 
relationships and not being afraid to 
have the ‘real’ conversations… there 
are so many layers to the extraordinary 
partnership God invites us into. As 
you flip the pages, you will see that 
each article of this edition of Resonate 
adds another layer into the mix. It’s far 
from a road map, but it is a collection 
of stories and lessons from ordinary, 
obedient people partnering with an 
extraordinary God.

Ok, let’s get into it!

Teagan    
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Hello… 
from 
the 
editor

Not so sure about 
these assumptions? 

Why not start a 
conversation with 

us, we’d love to 
explore more  

with you. 
Resonate Talk
Episode 1: Authentic Relationships
Episode 2: Faith Sharing

www.globalinteraction.org.au/ResonateVideos

Lisa West-Newman, our QLD Young Adults Consultant, hosts this edition’s 
Resonate videos. Think talk show, slash game show, slash thought-provoking 
conversation injected with fun! She is joined by a range of guests with global  
and local mission experience. They’re definitely worth a watch. 

Plus find the two week small group study guide for these episodes  
on pages 7 – 8 of this edition. 

Discover what all the fun is about at  
www.globalinteraction.org.au/ResonateVideos
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One year in and Kim knows, it’s got to be God.

CAMBODIA

ADVENTURES 
WITH THE

BaRNeS
Episode 

№4

We are now in our second wet 
season in Cambodia which means 
that we have been living here 
for over a year! This year seems 
particularly wet and we have become 
very used to muddy feet.

We recently moved into a house in a 
village on the outskirts of town. We had 
a beautiful house in town before, but 
we knew that if we wanted to position 
ourselves to be more effective we 
needed to move somewhere where 
we could walk more in relationship 
with our neighbours. The new house 
is not beautiful. The roof leaks, the 
toilet smells, there is no hot water and 
the insect population is enormous! 
However, there is community 
happening all around us and we get 
to participate in it, learn new things 
everyday and invite people into our 
space. My heart sings when I hear 
our kids playing soccer and speaking 
Khmer with the local kids. I love to walk 
in the evening between the rice fields 
and chat with neighbours about the 
goings on of the day or the season. 

Before we moved into the house we 
had a small ceremony of dedication 
with our teammates and some local 
friends. As part of the dedication we 
sang ‘He is the King of Kings’ while the 
children did laps around the house.  
At the time it seemed almost silly, but 
nevertheless it was a declaration that 
Jesus is in fact King of our household. 

Recently our new landlord dropped 
in for a visit. Actually, she dropped in 
because the day before when we were 
due to pay our rent, all of our bank’s 
ATMs had stopped working and the 
bank was not giving out any money in 
the whole of Cambodia! We had met 
with her previously to discuss things 
about the house and sign contracts, 
but on this day Craig and one of our 
teammates found themselves just 
sitting with her in our kitchen talking 
about her life and Cambodia.

She began to talk about the house we 
are renting and said that when she 
began building it she had a dream. In 
that dream she saw herself building 

the house for a king and when it was 
finished the king moved into the house. 
What an opportunity to share with her 
that there is in fact a King who wants 
to establish His Kingdom in all of our 
hearts. Craig and our teammate shared 
with her our belief that Jesus is the King 
and then had a chance to pray with her 
afterwards. 

Isn’t God amazing! It is so exciting for 
us to be here and watch what God 
does. While we are complaining about 
our cold showers and muddy feet, we 
see His hands at work. We marvel that 
it is always God who does the work.

It is always God who works things 
according to His purpose and it is 
always Him who knocks on hearts, 
who reveals Himself in dreams and 
visions and it is always Him who 
is glorified in our lives when we 
proclaim Him as our King.  
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Relationships are messy. Cross-
cultural relationships are definitely 
messy. However, time and time again 
Caz and I have witnessed that it is 
within the context of relationships… 
messy, long-term, authentic 
relationships… that people are most 
open to conversations about Jesus. 
Our context for the past 20 years has 
been among the B.I and S.I people of 
South East Asia, however, I would be 
very surprised if the story was different 
in your context. We have been created 

to be in relationship with God and 
others. 

Reflecting on our ministry, 
three key principles of building 
authentic relationships have 
been to enter our friends’ 
worlds, listen to them and 
listen to God.  

Enter Their World

Entering the world of another 
person is key to building an 

authentic relationship. This takes 
time, commitment and humility. 

When we first enter the world of 
another person or community, it can 
seem as if we are banging up against 
a ‘wall of noise’. We can’t seem to 
understand them, and they can’t 
understand us – there is just noise 
between us. 

This noise is amplified if we come 
from radically different cultures and 
languages. Breaking through the wall is 
confronting. It is humbling to struggle 
to understand and it can make us feel 
foolish. However, as others watch us 
persevere and struggle they see that 
we really care, and this opens the 
doorway to deepening relationships.

Honour and respect are key concepts 
in the Bible. God created us to live with 
honour and respect, and to treat others 
this way. One way we can do this is by 
participating in the world of another 
to the greatest extent we can without 
violating the values of God’s Kingdom. 

As we participate in the lives of 
others – sharing hospitality, seeking 
to understand them, seeking to 
bless them - we demonstrate honour 
and respect which comes from an 
attitude of humility. The opposite of 
this is to bring shame which comes 
out of a posture of pride – reflected 
by an attitude that says, ‘I have all 
the answers, and you need to listen 
to me’.

Listen to the Other

Listening respectfully to others allows 
us to enter their world and to develop 
authentic relationships. In South 
East Asia, we have witnessed many 
westerners enter the culture with an 
attitude of superiority and arrogance. 
They demonstrate this by the way they 
treat others and their expectation that 
others should listen to them… and in 
English! This kind of attitude does not 
lead to authentic relationships. 

Caz listened one day to a woman who 
described an accident which she 
attributed to malevolent spirits. Many 
westerners respond to stories like that 
with an attitude of superiority and 
discount these kinds of beliefs. This 
leaves the person telling the story 
feeling belittled and shamed. As a 
result, those who hold these beliefs 
learn not to speak to westerners 
about them. Caz, however, listened 
with respect and humility. This led to a 
deeper relationship and understanding 
of the worldview of this woman and  
grew further opportunities to discuss 
many matters related to spiritual truth. 

Over time this woman came to trust 
in Jesus and is now influencing 
others in her extended family and 
community with the Good News 
of the Kingdom. As we develop 
authentic relationships based on 
respect and care we build bridges 
that are strong enough to bear the 
weight of spiritual truth.

Listen to God

We also listen to God. Each day we 
ask the Holy Spirit to guide and direct 
us, and help us to be sensitive to those 
around us and to where God is already 
at work.  

Jesus appointed twelve, designating 
them Apostles that they might be with 
Him and that He might send them out. 
(Mark 3:14) We have been sent out 
with the message of the Kingdom, 
like the Apostles. Like them, we must 
first spend lots of time with Jesus, 
listening to Him. As we listen and 
surrender our hearts to the Living One, 
He will give us sensitivity and spiritual 
power to share the Good News of the 
Kingdom to others. In this way, we 
help people respond to the message 
of the Kingdom, to remain in their 
context, and to change their hearts and 
lives rather than their clothes. They in 
turn are motivated to build authentic 
relationships out of which they also 
share the Good News of the eternal 
Kingdom.

…

Yes, relationships are complicated. 
However, despite this, I have seen 
trust grow, people begin to explore 
Jesus and then choose to follow Him. 
It’s in those moments that I know 
without a doubt, that I am called, not 
to transform hearts (that’s God’s job) 
but to love Him and love others.
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We have a vision to see people meet Jesus… but how will 
we see this vision become a reality? Dave, South East 
Asia Team Leader, believes that despite their challenges, 
authentic relationships are key to answering that question.
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Ultimate 
Sending 
Agency

Colin Stoodley, QLD 
church planter, digs into 
what it means to follow 
Jesus’ example of being 
a delegate, messenger  
or one sent by God. 

The New Testament uses a word 
‘apostolos’ to describe the people of 
God who are sent.

It’s a word that describes someone 
who is a ‘delegate’ or ‘messenger’ or 
‘one who has been sent’. This word is 
used 79 times in the whole of the New 
Testament and the vast majority of 
them, 28 in fact, are found in Acts. 

This is the hint that Acts will give 
us a picture of what individuals and 
communities of faith look like when 
they live like delegates, messengers 
or ones sent by God. Not long after 
the commission from Jesus (Matthew 
28) and the Holy Spirit is poured
out (Acts 2), the living as delegates, 
messengers or sent ones begins. It’s 
not a story of triumph and mastery, nor 
endless effectiveness. It is a story of 
engagement and obedience sustained 
through all manner of difficulty, 
opposition and physical struggle and 
empowered by the ongoing work of the 

Holy Spirit in and among the people of 
God. And what’s even more incredible 
is that this was how every disciple 
of Jesus lived… not just the Apostles, 
everyone!

So this is why I use the term to describe 
the Church as ‘God’s Missionary’ We, 
as a whole and as individuals, are 
commissioned by God to be His 
delegates, messengers and ones who 
are sent out to the world that He loves. 
Our job is to share the message with 
people who don’t already know of the 
peace, love and forgiveness that is 
found in Christ.

Consider these stories of Jesus for 
a moment.

Think about Him in John 4 when He 
found Himself the delegate of His 
Father to the woman who had come 
from her village to draw water; think 
about Him in Luke 19 when He got into 
a conversation with a tax-collector and 
as the delegate of His Father brought 
salvation to that man’s house; what 
about when He blessed the children in 
Luke 18 as the delegate of His Father!?

See what I mean?

In John 8, as the delegate of His Father, 
Jesus forgives sins in a seemingly 
impossible context. In Luke 8, as the 
Father’s sent one, He brings true 
freedom to a man so oppressed by 
evil spirits that he lives in a cemetery. 

And in Luke 7, as God’s sent one, He 
ministered to an outcast and sinner, 
bringing wholeness and life to her.

In all these ways we see our Lord live as 
the delegate, messenger and sent one 
of God. When those who followed Him, 
followed His example, they too lived out 
their work as the delegate, messenger 
and sent one of the Father. This is for 
all of us!

And then Jesus prayed for us.

 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 
also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in 
us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me.” John 17:20-21

We are His missionaries! We are His 
delegates, messengers and sent 
ones in the earth. That, for His glory, 
many may hear and be invited to life 
in Jesus and also discover that they 
too are called to be His delegates, 
messengers and sent ones.

These are the hallmarks of a truly 
apostolic movement.



Liz Black
maps out six

key moments in
her journey of

following Jesus
from Western
Australia to
Thailand.
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1.
My first experience with Thailand was in 

2009. Glenn and I had only been married for 
a year and we went to Northern Thailand 

to visit our sponsor child. This was Glenn’s 
second trip to Thailand and he loved it, 
however, I distinctly remember driving 

through Chiang Rai, (the area we now live 
in) and thinking, “I could never live here.” 

2.
In 2013, we took a trip to visit my eldest sister 
Kath and her family in Mozambique. Originally 

this trip was just to visit family but when we 
got there and witnessed what they were 
doing and the work of Global Interaction, 

we became excited. We loved the relational 
approach to sharing Jesus. At the end of the 
trip Glenn and I shared with each other that 

God was telling us to do this work as well, but 
not in Mozambique. In Thailand. 

6.
After our son was born he had some  

mild medical issues, but not to the degree 
we feared. It was a stressful time and 

we were so grateful for the support we 
received. Over the next two years Global 
Interaction and our partnering churches 

prepared us and sent us off to Thailand as 
ready as we could possibly be.

3.
We were hesitant about this ‘calling’, we had good 
jobs and a mortgage. At the start of 2014 we went 

on a short-term trip to Thailand. Again, Glenn loved 
it and I was unsure. As a mother I felt like our boys 

would be in constant danger in Thailand. I was 
ready to go home and not come back when one 

evening God spoke to me and gave me the peace 
that I could handle all things with His help.  

4.
In 2014 I asked God for a sign if we 

should go or not. I was reading through 
the story of Gideon and I could relate. 

Within days I attended a service where 
the guest speaker encouraged the 

church to send out more workers to the 
mission field. That’s when he said, “There 

may be a couple with young children in 
this church that will go to Thailand. Send 
them out.” When I heard this, I knew God 

was speaking to me. 

5.
After being accepted to go to Thailand 
with Global Interaction, I fell pregnant 

with our third child. We thought 
everything was typical until at the  

12 week scan the doctors told us there 
was evidence of potential medical 

issues. During this time, I started to 
question God and our calling. Did He 
really want us to go? If this was true, 

was that even possible?

How did I 
get Here?



This interactive 

small group study 

guide explores the 

themes of authentic 

relationships and 

faith sharing over a 

two episode series.

Materials

• 2 x 20 minute episodes
downloadable at www.
globalinteraction.org.au/
ResonateVideos

• 1 x leader’s guide

• 1 x activity sheet for each
participant

• Pens, pencils or textas

• Modelling clay (optional)

Instructions

1. Start watching the
episode, press pause
each time you reach a
‘pause’ point and go to
the relevant pause point
discussion or activity in
the leader’s guide.

2. But don’t let us stop you!
Pause whenever you
want, ask extra questions
and roll with the fruitful
tangents.

Session One

Start Episode 1:  
Authentic Relationships

  PAUSE 1

• Do you agree that people are most
likely to be open to conversations about
Jesus in the context of an authentic
relationship? How do you put the
‘authentic’ in authentic relationship?

  PAUSE 2

• Find ‘Session One - Art’ on your
activity sheet. Visualise an authentic
relationship by drawing lines to mimic
string on the oval. Then ask each person
to share the meaning behind their
creation. Don’t worry, the point is to
make it meaningful not beautiful!

  PAUSE 3

• What surprised, interested or struck you
from the discussion?

• Read John 4:1-42. What lessons of
authentic relationship can we learn
from this story? How does this short
encounter differ from the long-term
relationship Peter has with Jesus that
Lisa reflects on?

• How do you respond to the patron/client
relationship model that Ben references?
Can a relationship be authentic if an
unequal status is placed on each party?
What if it is the cultural expectation of
your context?

• Like Julie, what ‘hat’ do you need to take
off in order to journey with people?

  PAUSE 4

• Find ‘Session One - Debate’ on your
activity sheet. Split the group into an
affirmative and negative team. Give
the teams time to jot down arguments
in response to the debate topic, then
debate it out and declare a winner.
Hint: It’s a tie! Speaking and listening
are both crucial.

Session Two

Start Episode 2: Faith Sharing

  PAUSE 1

• Find ‘Session Two - Art’ on your
activity sheet. Either draw in the
box or use modelling clay to visually
represent what gives you the
courage to share your faith. Then ask
each person to share the meaning
behind their creation.

  PAUSE 2

• Find ‘Session Two - Statements’ on
your activity sheet. Respond to the
following statements by pointing
to a letter (representing go, pause
or stop) and then invite people to
explain their choices.

It will be awkward  >  I won’t know 
what to say  >  What if they ask hard 
follow up questions  >  We’re not good 
enough friends yet  >  I don’t want to 
lose a friend  >  My beliefs are mine 
and their beliefs are their’s 

• Were you challenged by any of Petra
or Dave’s responses?

  PAUSE 3

• What surprised, interested or struck
you from the discussion?

• How was the Gospel first shared with
you and how has your understanding
of it developed?

• Petra shares that in the Silk
Road Area, reconciliation is a
powerful starting point for Gospel
conversations. What could be
a relevant starting point in your
cultural context? What has been
your experience?

• Read Acts 1:8 and Matthew 28:16-20.
Who is called to go to the ends of the
earth? How do you see your primary
and secondary calls interacting in
your life?

SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Leader’s Guide

ResonateTalk



Activity Sheet
(Photocopy for each participant or print extras from www.globalinteraction.org.au/ResonateVideos)

Session One - Art

Session Two - Art Session Two - Statements

Session One - Debate
DEBATE TOPIC: 

The best way to tell your friends 
about Jesus is to listen. 

 Affirmative            Negative

G
P
SS for Stop:  

I would 
stop there.

G for Go:  
I would  

go for it!

P for Pause:  
I would pause 
and think 
about it.
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But how can it happen here? 
Former cross-cultural workers share lessons learnt from the field and how they’re 

putting them into action back in Australia.

Serve 
in Your 
Passion

STEVE WEST-NEWMAN, 
CAMBODIA

Before we left for Cambodia in 2004, 
one piece of advice I received was 
to be engaged in work that I was 
passionate about. Why? Because 
there’s an infectious attraction towards 
those who do great work which brings 
themselves and others life. People  
want to know you. 

And so I did. I’m passionate about 
relieving pain and teaching others to 
do the same and I spent 10 years in 
Cambodia doing these two things. 
Among my Khmer colleagues I became 
accepted, respected and even liked. 
These relationships only strengthened 
over time and the long-term 
commitment opened opportunities  
to share Jesus. The Gospel always 
has the power to save, but it seems 
to be heard clearer when the teller  
is known and respected. That  
takes time. 

I’ve been back in Australia now for 
five years. What have I learnt from 
Cambodia? Be someone who has 
‘life abundant’, commit to doing life 
with others long-term and genuine 
opportunities will arise to ‘give the 
reason for the hope you have’.

We 
Can do 
Nothing 
Without 
Him

FLEUR, SOUTH EAST ASIA

After being in South East Asia for two 
years, we began a Café ministry. This 
was to be the platform through which 
we could practically empower local 
people, build relationships and share the 
Gospel. Starting the Café was a crazy 
God idea and it led into a crazy busy 
time. I had to learn another language, 
culture, tax system, employment system, 
work culture and the list goes on. Not to 
mention we had three kids aged five and 
under at the time. The busier I got the 
more I squeezed out God. 

It did not take long before I was totally 
overwhelmed and at the end of myself. 
God clearly said to me at that time, “Why 
on earth are you trying to do this by 
yourself, have you forgotten who I am? 
I am God and I can do immeasurably 
more than you ask or imagine.” 

So much of what we are presented 
with declares itself as the best 
method or strategy to becoming 
effective in our ministry. But these 
strategies are largely ineffective if 
we have not developed the strategy 
of depending on God and abiding in 
Christ as our principal strategy. Now 
I am back in Australia, I know this all 
the more because He enabled me to 
realise that He can do a much better 
job than I ever can!

How to 
Value 
People

WENDY DICKS, MALAWI

Looking back on my years in rural 
Malawi, one of the key things I leant 
was how to value people. Walking 
through the village, each person is 
acknowledged and greeted individually. 
I remember once becoming quite sick 
with a flu. One of our dear friends and 
her sisters made a trip of about 50 
kilometres to come and pray for me.  
I was so touched that they would  
make such an effort.  

Back in Australia, I can see how difficult 
it is for migrants and refugees to 
grapple with the English language.  
I remember one of our earliest friends 
in Malawi who would visit us from time 
to time. He always spoke slowly for 
me and listened carefully with great 
patience in our conversations. How 
kind and encouraging he was!

In Australia we are time poor and our 
busyness can take precedence over our 
value of people. In Malawi, community 
is treasured. Effort is made and time 
is spent. For me to reach out to my 
neighbour in Australia, I find I need 
to import some of the essence of the 
richness of relationships demonstrated 
to me in my Yawo friends.

Lesson Learnt: 
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1. Love
When you are wondering whether you should 
share your views on a particular religious or 
political topic, ask yourself, “Will I be loving the 
person I am speaking to by sharing my view?” 
If the answer is no, don’t speak about it. No 
matter how much you want to, or if you think 
you could ‘enlighten’ them. Loving the other 
person is the most important thing (1 Corinthians 
13:13). When Jesus says that the most important 
commandment is to love God, He follows with, 
“The second [commandment – loving your 
neighbour] is like it.” (Matthew 22:36-40).  
To love others, is to love God (Matthew 25:40). 

  Urban Dictionary. “Christianese,” IndieSnob, last modified July 3, 2006. Accessed August 15, 2019. https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=christianese

Simple guide to

talking about 
religion and 

politics 
(while keeping your friends)

Sometimes it seems easier to stay quiet on  
the things that are important to us, avoiding 

awkwardness or conflict at all costs. But is staying 
quiet what we are called to do? In this simple guide, 

candidate Natalie shares her framework to 
approaching those tricky, yet crucial, conversations.

5. Be humble;
you’re not right 
about everything 
God loves diversity and it is through our unity 
with one another that we better understand the 
truth of who God is and what God’s intentions 
for the world are. God reveals Himself to 
different people in vastly different ways, so 
we need to listen to people of other cultures, 
religions and experiences. Neither you nor I have 
sole access to the mind of God. And while few 
would argue that they do, it takes humility to 
relate to everyone with the belief that they could 
expand your understanding of God.

4. Don’t speak
in Christianese 

Christianese [Kris-chuh-neez] noun def. ‘The 
language spoken by Christians.’ It makes no sense to 
anyone unfamiliar with biblical texts, but earns you 
major points in the eyes of other Christians, because 
it means your words are ‘hella holy.’  Examples 
include: ‘Lord’, ‘born again’, ‘grace’, ‘salvation’, ‘sin’, 
etc. If you’re seeking to share your faith, don’t use 
jargon terms which are not only meaningless to the 
other person, but also make you seem arrogant and 
your faith inaccessible. Speak in their language. 

3. Be vulnerable
Rather than speak of religion and politics as 
abstract things, recognise your emotional response 
to the issue and try and identify why you have that 
response. Then, share that rather than speaking 
abstractly about the issue. Our political and 
religious views are rooted in our experience and 
culture… and this becomes an emotional response. 
If we are vulnerable and share why we believe 
what we believe, the person is unlikely to dismiss 
or condemn, but rather seek to empathise, even if 
they disagree. Plus your vulnerability will encourage 
them to share more deeply and mutual trust and 
understanding will grow.

2. Listen to
understand, 
not to respond
In the midst of a potentially heated 
conversation, how easy is it to be 
thinking about what you’ll say next 
rather than actually listening to 
the other person. We want to win, 
right? However, if our priority is 
relationship and to love our friend, 
then as hard as it is, we need to let 
go of our desire to ‘win’ and step 
into their shoes. We must actively 
listen, genuinely seek to understand 
and open ourselves up to be 
impacted by what they have to say.
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own distinctive ways of following Jesus


