
 

 
       

  

 

The Ethnic Thai of Thailand 

 

 
 

The People Group 
Thailand continues to be influenced by globalisation, urbanisation and alternative 
spiritualties. Half of the population lives and works in rural areas but the numbers  
moving to the cities continue to grow. Ethnic Thai culture is steeped in the belief that the 
cycle of death and rebirth continues until broken through enhanced personal wisdom. 
Buddhism is an intrinsic part of Ethnic Thai culture with many believing to be Thai is to be 
Buddhist. This makes it challenging for Ethnic Thai people to see how they can follow Jesus 
without rejecting their culture and community. Christianity is growing among Thailand’s 
minority people but is yet to significantly impact the ethnically Thai.  

The Global Interaction team among the Ethnic Thai 
God is at work among the Ethnic Thai and He is drawing people to Himself. Over the past 
years, the team has built relationships within their community, begun to share stories of 
Jesus and walked with people as they have chosen to follow Him. This journey to faith is by 
the grace of God. Praise God that numerous faith communities are now regularly meeting 
and local leaders are being equipped to teach and lead their own people.  

As the team journey with the Ethnic Thai faith communities, they are witnessing the believers 
discerning what being a follower of Jesus looks like in their context. The faith communities 
are questioning which elements of their culture can be adopted as part of their expression of 
faith, and which other elements should be modified or rejected in order to remain true to the 
Gospel.  

Prayer Needs 
• That the Ethnic Thai faith community leaders will be equipped to lead their  

own people 

• For the faith communities to be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading as they discern their 
identity within the wider community 

• For God to prepare the hearts of the Ethnic Thai people the team connects with 

• That God’s Spirit will open opportunities for cross-cultural workers to have 
meaningful conversations and share the message of Jesus 

• For Ethnic Thai believers to remain deeply connected to their communities, sharing 
about their faith in Jesus as opportunities arise     

Pray for the Team Members 
Muana (Team Leader) and Villy 
Dema and Carolyn 
Glenn and Liz 
Luke and Belle 
Margaret 
Muana (Team Leader) and Villy 
Petina 



 

 
       

 

 

Stories of Hope from Thailand 

 

 

 

Prayers Answered 
Team member Liz shares a story of hope and answered prayers.  

"As I pulled up to the faith community camp and got out of the car I had a thought. Maybe I 
should make a quick video for Facebook and ask all those who may get a chance to watch it 
that morning to pray with us for those at the camp to have hearts to respond to Jesus.  

Well, the prayers were answered… prayer is indeed a powerful thing. That morning three of 
the members made a commitment to follow Jesus! One of them was our friend B. We first 
met B when we arrived in Ban Luang. B’s mother is a member of the Ban Luang faith 
community and she shared with the leader (Paul) about her daughter being home and not 
having any work. After some discussion Paul suggested she could come and help us with 
some cleaning and babysitting. This is why I was so happy to see she had come along to 
camp. It was then an even greater joy that I had the privilege to stand with her at camp as she 
gently whispered a prayer of commitment to following Jesus. 

Later that month B attended a leadership training event for the faith communities. As the 
training went on B had lots of questions. She is hungry to know more and is seeking God and 
reading the scriptures."  

Vision Becoming Reality 
Paul is an Ethnic Thai faith community leader. The Global Interaction cross-cultural team 
continues to equip and nurture Paul, as he equips and leads his community. These small and 
vibrant faith communities are the beginnings of our vision becoming a reality. Here, in his 
own words, Paul shares about the faith community. 

“I consider myself just starting at my new job. There’s no retirement in serving God and now 
my job is to follow His steps and to follow His teaching. We have what we call a house church. 
When we meet, we basically study the Bible and each exchange our ideas after somebody 
reads Bible verses. We will discuss what we think and how we can apply that to our daily life. 
Although we are small, we are a very strong faithful group.  

For us as Jesus followers, it’s never been easy. We do not want to go back to our old beliefs. 
Through our actions we try to talk to each other and try to guide each other. We try to 
support each other by visiting each other. We believe that God has been protecting us. I know 
God always helps me.” 
 
 

>>> For more stories of hope, visit:  
 www.globalinteraction.org.au/News 


