
 

 
       

 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Ben and Sam 
Cam and Kath 
Jonno (Team Leader) and Heather 
Sally 
Scott and Rebekah 

   

 

MALAWI 
Adam and Natalie (candidates) 
David and Susie (candidates) 
Gary and Shirley (candidates) 
Gunther and Sarah (candidates) 
Ian (based in Australia) 
Jean-Claude and Joyce 
Jonno (Team Leader) and Heather 
Tim and Mel 

 

The Yawo people of Malawi and Mozambique 

 

 
 
 

The People Group 
There are approximately 3 million Yawo living in Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania. They 
are predominantly agricultural people living in rural villages under traditional headmen. 
Daily challenges include accessing safe water to drink, food to eat, healthcare and education.  

The Yawo are a resilient people group with spiritual customs dating back thousands of years 
closely linked to shamanism. Within Yawo culture, the material and spiritual realms are 
deeply integrated. Today Yawo Muslims combine Islam with their tribal religion, using 
traditional medicines and talismans for protection from witchcraft as well as for healing and 
seeking good fortune.  

The Global Interaction team among the Yawo 
Our cross-cultural team among the Yawo are an established, growing and vibrant team. They 
have developed deep relationships within the Yawo community which are built on mutual 
trust and genuine care. Their everyday involvement in community life has increasingly seen 
them invited to be a part of important cultural events. 

In both Malawi and Mozambique, small but growing groups of Yawo men and women are 
meeting to explore God’s stories. Some are at the beginning of their journey with Jesus and 
others have chosen to follow Him. They are a witness to God’s grace and faithfulness. The 
team is partnering with others to produce a Ciyawo translation of the Bible and improve 
adult literacy rates, as well as establishing other projects and programs that respond to the 
physical and spiritual needs of the communities.  

Prayer Needs 
• For cross-cultural workers to develop deep cultural understanding so they can 

communicate the message of Jesus in ways that make sense to their Yawo friends 

• That Yawo believers will discern what it looks like to follow Jesus in distinctively  
Yawo ways 

• For the Yawo believers to seek opportunities to share the Good News within  
their communities 

• That seekers will connect with the team and begin to explore Jesus   

Pray for the Team Members 
 

 



 

 
       

 

 

Stories of Hope from Malawi and Mozambique 

 

 

 

Faith in Jesus 
Each week, team member Tim visits a village and spends time with a group of Yawo seekers 
and believers. Together they hear and discuss Bible stories. One day Tim shared the story of 
the Roman Centurian whose servant is unwell (Luke 7). The Centurian believes that Jesus has 
authority and that His words carry power. So, instead of asking Jesus to come to his home to 
heal the servant, he asks Jesus to just say the word and he trusts his servant will be healed. 

A young Yawo man, Mr M, heard this story and was struck by the parallels with his own story. 
Years ago he was in a serious accident which left him in hospital, far from his home, for six 
months. He kept taking medicine, but it was ineffective and he didn’t get better.  

While he was in hospital, some believers came to pray with him. From that point he was 
healthy and no longer needed any medicine. When Mr M heard the story of the Centurian, he 
saw that the Centurian was from another tribe and religion, however, because of his faith in 
Jesus the servant was healed. Similarly, the people who prayed with Mr M were from another 
religion and language and because of their faith in Jesus, he was healed. Praise God that 
following that encounter, Mr M put his faith in Jesus too and was baptised with others!  

Praying for Protection 
Since the end of 2018, Jean-Claude and Joyce have been living and serving in Malawi. Here, 
Jean-Claude shares a story of their neighbour and the power of prayer.  

“Three months ago one of our neighbours, Mama N, who is a Muslim, came to our place 
around 4pm. She told Joyce and I that she is moving from her place in town to the village 
because every night witches come to her house to harm her family. 

I told her that the only way I can help is by prayer. She was quiet for two minutes upon 
hearing what I said to her. Then she asked me if it was possible for Joyce and I to go to her 
place to pray for the protection of her family and her house for one week. I asked Mama N the 
reason why she wanted us to pray for her family only for one week. She told us that if we 
accept the invitation to go to her place and pray for her protection, as well as her family, for a 
week and the witches stop disturbing them, she will not leave the place. 

For one week Joyce and I prayed at her place to stop the witches disturbing them. Now 
Mama N is still living in the same place; she has peace, and also believes that our God – the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - is powerful. Jesus did not say to go and make converts, 
but to go and make disciples. I do believe that one day God will use Mama N and others to 
reach out to their own people with love and friendship.” 
 
  >>> For more stories of hope, visit:  
   www.globalinteraction.org.au/News 
 
 

http://www.globalinteraction.org.au/News

